Algebra 1

Mr. Anderson – john.anderson@romeo.k12.mi.us

Ms. Armstrong – michelle.armstrong@romeo.k12.mi.us

Mrs. Boggio – jennifer.boggio@romeo.k12.mi.us  

Ms. Braniff – terri.braniff@romeo.k12.mi.us

Mrs. Burnham – jennifer.burnham@romeo.k12.mi.us

Mrs. D’Orazio – christina.dorazio@romeo.k12.mi.us

Mrs. Hart – danielle.hart@romeo.k12.mi.us

Mr. Tebeau – josh.tebeau@romeo.k12.mi.us

Mr. Warneck – timothy.warneck@romeo.k12.mi.us

Course Overview

Algebra 1 is a function-based course.  It builds upon a number of key algebraic topics, such as linear and nonlinear patterns of change and their graphic, numeric, symbolic and verbal representations.  The course also draws upon and connects to topics related to numbers and geometry in order to prepare students for Geometry.  Units covered in Algebra 1 are Families of Functions, Linear, Quadratic, Polynomial, Exponential, and Modeling.
Grading Policies

Scores for each class will be posted weekly.  Weighting is: summative at 90%, formative at 10%.
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Semester grades are determined by weighting 40% 1st quarter, 40% 2nd quarter, and 20% final exam.  

Materials
· 1 – 1 ½ “ Binder
· Pencils
· Red Pen

· TI-nSpire CX Graphing Calculator

Independent Practice
Math homework is given every day.  Students have a chance to ask questions and check answers.
Formative Assessments
Quizzes will be given on Fridays. Students will have the opportunity to retake a quiz the following Thursday if all homework is completed for that week's quiz. Quiz corrections must be turned in by Wednesday to be eligible to retake. Students only have to answer the portions of the quiz that were incorrect the first time. The new score will replace the original score.
Summative Assessments
There will be 2 summative assessments given per quarter.  Each assessment will have a pretest, followed by a review day to discuss the pretest.  There will be no retakes.  Absences on the day of a pretest or review do not excuse a student from taking the assessment.  Students who are absent on the day of the assessment will be required to take the assessment upon their return.  
Calculators

There may be some calculators available for classroom use only.  Students are suggested to have their own graphing calculators.  Calculators will be needed in order to complete the homework.  Any damages to a student’s assigned calculator must be reported immediately.  If a student is responsible for the damage, a charge to replace the calculator will be collected within 7 days.

Cheating Policy  (See the student handbook for more details.)

Cheating is considered a serious academic offense.  Examples of cheating include, but are not limited to:

· Unauthorized sharing of test answers – Stay quiet during quizzes and tests to avoid confusion.

· Unauthorized sharing of class assignments or homework – You may work with others, but all answers should be in your own words.

· Plagiarism – Always restate information and give credit to others.

Incomplete/Missed Assignment Policy for First Semester
· Scores are posted weekly.  If you are missing an assignment, you must complete it and turn it in before the next week’s posting.
· You are responsible for any work you miss while you are absent.  School policy will be followed.  Turning completed work in is totally up to you.  All absent work must be labeled as such.

· If you miss class for a counseling appointment or to go to the office, you are not excused from the work assigned that day.  It is your responsibility to complete these assignments by the regular deadline.  

· If you have a pre-arranged absence, all assignments must be turned in at the regular time.   

· Unexcused absences result in a zero.

· NO WORK on your homework, quizzes and tests = NO CREDIT. NO EXCEPTIONS!!!

· We are not receptive to last minute pushes to improve grades before report cards.
Classroom Procedures

· Bring supplies to class

· You will be limited to 2 hall passes per card marking.  If you have used all of your hall passes and need to leave the class, you will be assigned a tardy.  Tardy policy holds.
· 3 tardies will result in a detention. Each tardy thereafter will result in another detention.

· School rules involving dress code, headphones, hats, book bags, and phones will be enforced.
· Sleeping in class will result in a detention.

· Cell phones should be turned off and stowed.  This is a “Red Room.”

My Advice…

If you feel that you do not understand what’s going on in class, it is extremely important that you come in for extra help.  What may seem like the biggest problem in the world could be just one step that you are doing wrong over and over.  By spending a few extra minutes with me, you can save yourself hours of frustration.  Most of you are used to doing really well in math and I hope that continues for you.  If however you find yourself struggling, don’t panic!  It’s normal!  Algebra uses different strategies and ways of thinking than you may not be used to.  Never allow yourself to slack off.  Use your resources and class time wisely.  Most of the time, the best students are the ones who come in for extra help.  Library tutoring will continue to be offered before and after school.  Please take advantage of every opportunity offered to you.
After reviewing the Course Policies and Procedures for Algebra 1, please return the last page to verify that you have read and understand what is expected.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me via email. I look forward to working with you, the students and parents, throughout the school year.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Boggio – jennifer.boggio@romeo.k12.mi.us  
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